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THE BUNDORAN
TRAGEDY

EVEN IN a country that has become accustomed to

tragedy and sudden death'over the past decade, the

inferno at the Central Hotel, Bundoran, which
claimed several lives, has engendered nation-wide
horror and sympathy.

That holidays were turned into such a
devastating horror has numbed the nation from
north to south, and as the immediate and heart-felt
message from the Mayor of Derry exemplified, the
whole nation was united in grief and sympathy for
the bereaved.

If the terrible events resulted from accidental
causes that was awful enough, and doubtless the
searching inquiry that will be held into the matter
will insist on steps being taken to avoid in future any
mistakes that might have contributed to the blaze
and the high rate of casualties.

But if investigations show (and the dreadful
possibility has not yet been ruled out)_that the fire
was deliberately created by an incendiary device,
then the Bundoran fire will go down in history
among the most devilish crimes perpetrated on
Irish soil.

THAT PERSISTENT
_IRISH DIMENSION

THE NEWS that British Premier Mrs. Margaret
Thatcher is to visit Dublin before the end of the year
to discuss the Irish political scene with the Taoiseach,

Mr. Charles Haughey, should surprise nobody.
But there are two significant aspects of- the
announcement. The first is that implicit in it is the
British realisation that the Atkins'initiative is dead
and buried, as any student of Irish politics could

have forecast on the very day it was announced,
The second is that Mrs. Thatcher has been
forced to concede, despite Right-wing Tory
ion'" 1 ised by
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A group of members of the Spanish Youth Organisation, at present on 3 week’s vi erry as guests of the
C.B.S.I.. were recelved at the Guildhall, Derry, yesterday, by the Deputy Mayor, Alderman Joseph Fegan,
The Spanish youth group are on a two weaks visit to Ireland, which was organised by the Northern Ireland

Conf of Youth Or wha visited Spain to organise youth exchange visits.
Alderman Fegan and Janier Boix Fererro are pictured at the reception exchanging memantos of tha visit, a
plaque of the Derry City Coat of Arms and a pennant of the Spanish Youth Organisation. Included are the
members of the Spanish group. in front, with, on laft, in second row. Hugh Doherty, 15t Derry Ventures, St.
Mary’s, and Mr. Frank McGinley. Youth Officer, W.E.L.B. On right, in the second row, is Councillor Frank
Donnelly. chairman of the Derry City Council and Leisure Ci t ¢

members of the North-West Region C.B.S.1., who were hosts to the membars of the group, -

Also included are the"

THE BUNDORAN HOTEL TRAGEDY

scene almost immedial

Calls Fogﬁ?ubli

the fire and many had left the |

- Inquiry

dnight on Thursday at
CALLS EAVE been made for a. public
inquiry into Thursday night’s fire at
the Central Hotel, Bundoran, in which ten
people died, and also for a review of fire

blind, that the *Irish di
Mr. Willie Whitelaw when he was Secretary of State
here, is a fact of life that not even the baying of Mr.

Enach Pawall aan dicnal

precaution procedures at other hotels
and buildings throughout the country.

the three storey building which
was packed with more than 250
people, were — an entire family
from Naas, Mr. Jim Brennan
(31), his wife Ann and two
children, Deirdre (2) and
James (6); a brother and sister
James (9) and Adrienne (12)
Kinsella, from Artane in
Dublin; Mary Gallagher (35), a
hotel worker of Carrick near
Glencolumbeille; the body of
Mr. George Lazenby, the
father-in-law of the hotel's

Afe Bominio Daa

He said: “We would Ike 1o
talk to those people so that wé |+
can rule them out of the °
missing persons’ list ‘:n]d
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There was still confusion
over who had been resident ip
the hotel's room 20. The hotel's
:;egiﬂater has been destroyed in

re.
Several hundred Gardai are
involved in the investigations in
Bundoran. Mystery still
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